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Short summary of the workshop: The workshop Interculturalism matters deals with 

recognizing stereotypes and potential barriers in intercultural communication. The topic 

stereotypes is dealt with by using humour  as one of the manners of human communication. In 

this part of the workshop called “The competition of eurojokes”, the participants explore their 

own sense of humour through telling, reading and listening to different jokes as well as through 

discussion about whether humour encourages stereotypes or vice versa. The second part of the 

workshop called “The Island” focuses on intercultural communication and the potential barriers 

for establishing effective intercultural communication. The participants take on different roles 

and try to establish communication in a seemingly difficult situation where they portray a 

meeting of people not speaking the same language, having different attitudes, emotional and 

social competencies. The participants then detect potential obstacles for an effective intercultural 

communication through discussion and try to establish what needs to be done to make it easier 

for them to deal with intercultural encounters. 

 

The aim of the workshop is to familiarize the pupils with the concept of stereotypes as well 

as with potential problems in intercultural communication and ways of solving them. 

 

Expected learning outcomes: 

• Explore the foundations of humour 

• Become aware of the effect jokes have on us as well as on those who the joke is about 

• Recognise and analyse the stereotypical background of jokes and ways in which jokes 

can encourage stereotypes 

• Oppose different values and stereotypes 
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• Recognise potential barriers in intercultural communication  

• Describe and use ways of resolving misunderstandings caused by different cultural 

backgrounds 

 

Used teaching methods: frontal instruction, group work, individual work, oral presentation 

method, discussion, role playing 

 

 

Activities: 

 

1. Icebreaker: YES or NO (10 min)  

 

Getting to know the pupils by asking different questions while they group according to their 

answer in the yes or no category. 

 

Examples of questions: 

 

1. I live in Rijeka.  

2. I'm a volunteer. 

3. I have visited at least 3 different European countries.  

4. I like speaking in a foreign language. 

5. I feel that I can contribute to decision-making in my local community 

2. Where do I belong? Arranging pupils into groups. (10 min) 

The pupils form groups by trying to recognize each other by symbols which are stuck on their 

forehead. They are not allowed to use verbal communication. Additionally, the activity is used to 

talk about importance of belonging to a group and how people who aren't a part of a group (due 

to different reasons) might feel. 

 

3. Competition of eurojokes: (45 min)  

The participants tell each other jokes they like and we comment on the jokes. Then they read the 

jokes based on different stereotypes prepared by the moderator which is followed by voting for 

the best joke. Some of the jokes could be interpreted as offensive which serves the purpose of 

exploring the pupils’ sense of humour and awareness of the stereotypes or even prejudice in 

some of the jokes. 

4. The Island: (30 min)  

The pupils are divided into two groups, each group gets instructions for their role for which they 

have to prepare and then interact by simulating an intercultural encounter. 

 

Workshop evaluation (10min) 

 


