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Definition

 a citizen who takes an active role in the community 



Forms of being active citizen

 Voting

 Volunteering

 Helping the poors

 Sorting waste and reducing the food waste

 Taking care off abandoned animals and endangered 

animal species

 Blood donating

 Participating in activities of local community

 Protesting against illegal acts of authorities...



Voting rights

 One of main characteristic of democracy

 the entitlement of an individual to vote

 Questions that arise:

How many individuals can vote?

What are they voting for?



Examples in history

 Athenian democracy

 Roman Republic

 Modern age



Athenian democracy

 In the 6th century B.C. Democracy was introduced to 

ancient Athens by lawgiver Cleisthenes

 Athenian democracy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fivQUlC7-8


Athenian democracy

 Direct democracy

 in which participating citizens voted directly on 

legislation and executive bills.

 Participation was not open to all residents: 

Athenian democracy

Citizens free male citizen who was 

from Athens and had

finished military training 

(20 years old)

Not allowed to participate Women, slaves, foreign 

resident

Percentage of Citizens 10-20%



Direct democracy (Athens) Representative democracy

(today)

How many people can vote?

What are they voting for?

Who makes the law?

Advantages 

Disadvantages



Direct democracy Representative democracy

How many people can vote? Free Athenian men older 

than 20 years (10-20% of 

the population)

All adults

What are they voting for? They are voting for the 

members of political bodies 

but also allowed to present 

their opinions and 

proposals

For their representatives in 

political bodies

Who makes the law? Partially elected 

politicians, partially all

free Athenian men

Only the legislative bodies 

(parliaments) in democratic 

countries

Advantages Opinion of the majority is 

respected, everyone can 

bring their opinion in 

public,  everyone speaks 

for himself 

Easier to organize, 

Disadvantages Difficult to organize in 

countries with a large 

population, difficult to 

count the votes

The elected members often 

do not represent will of 

their voters, professional

politicians



Roman Republic

 Could vote: Roman Citizens

 Couldn’t:  women, slaves and foreigners

 What does it mean to be a Roman Citizen?

Roman republic

Voters: Roman Citizens

Not allowed to vote: Women, slaves, foreign 

resident

Percentage: 10%



 Only persons who had legal status of 

Roman Citizens had a right to: 

- vote in assemblies

- participate in public services 

- own properties

- to sue and stand trial

- contract a legal marriages (Pater 

Familias)

- immunity for some taxes

- couldn’t be sentenced to death, except 

for treason 

Cives Romanus 

sum! 

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi9pbbkorzaAhUOL1AKHaNIDbYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/eleri2932/romans/&psig=AOvVaw3lZTagin8WafVWhmz9eJ8i&ust=1523881411934895


Roman citizenship

 Who were Roman citizens? 

-At first only the members of oldest roman tribes but later 

(91 BC) it was granted for the all inhabitants  of Italian 

peninsula

Other ways to become citizens:

-freed slaves

-military success

-Emperors will



Middle ages (5th-15th 

century)

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRuui-8qfaAhVQsKQKHZPWCREQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/15692298680913872/&psig=AOvVaw0wCbKlwYA9LuLjvAWQS12V&ust=1523181206046048


 Only first two classes were considered as citizens and 

had a right for political participation, not more than 5% 

of population

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxrp6b86faAhWFjqQKHTZyCkoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.tes.com/lessons/n4j10NtPItetvQ/social-classes-of-the-middle-ages&psig=AOvVaw0wCbKlwYA9LuLjvAWQS12V&ust=1523181206046048


Modern age

18th century – Age of Enlightment

 the philosophical and the intellectual movement which 

influenced on the foundation of modern Western 

political and intellectual culture.

 Main ideas: freedom

equality

tolerance

division of power



Enlightment in practice

 “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”

 4th of July 1776.

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi-zba5p7zaAhXBJFAKHQhgAHUQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://bangordailynews.com/2011/04/14/news/bangor/original-declaration-of-independence-copy-coming-to-bangor/&psig=AOvVaw3_M0one_cZnwpySd6FLYPv&ust=1523882586624819


 USA- the oldest modern democracy

 It is a type of representative democracy

 Federation from 1787.

 For the first time the Enlightment ideas became reality

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiWx_ebnL_aAhWCblAKHVEiAQsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/colonies.htm&psig=AOvVaw30ZIKNroRN1FvFKYIuVgYB&ust=1523982676069267


 Really?

 Except for:

-women

-slaves

-native Americans

-foreigners

Everyone are 

equal in front 

of the Law! 

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjkw9frmb_aAhXNa1AKHRyiAb8QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://www.jantoo.com/cartoons/keywords/founding-fathers&psig=AOvVaw3FP6k_smc5MMATSr1RW4o7&ust=1523981830465555


Elections 1788.

 Right to vote had less than 400.000 men out of 

3.000.000 population

 The turnout was 43.782 (11,6%, but only 1.8% of total 

population)

 Gerge Washington was elected as the first president 

https://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiwst_Qq7zaAhVOKlAKHRuEAXYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1788%E2%80%9389&psig=AOvVaw3T-IMT92oBwq1Nyx-BBN7t&ust=1523883781362972


In Europe...

 French revolution 1789.

 “Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.”

 Declaration of Rights of Men and Citizen

 „All males over the age of 21 who worked, owned land 

or other property in France, lived in France for over a 

year, or had family ties to a French person, or those 

specifically named by the legislative body, could be 

considered as Citizens”

 For the first time the universal suffrage was introduced 

on the election 



 During the 19th century the right to vote in European 

countries depended mostly on property requirements  

(less then 20%)

Example: 

United Kingdom 1832. householders paying more than £10 

in annual rent were given the vote. Reforms in 1867. 

(included working class) and 1884. reduced the property 

requirements for voting (not more than 30% of 

population)



20th  century

Emily Davison

Which were the arguments for women’s suffrage?

Which were the methods used by suffragettes in order to 

achieve their goals?

What do you think of such methods?

What is your opinion on Emily Davison?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-G4fJ9I_wQg


Arguments for women 

suffrage

 Women progressive era 1890-1920

 Majority of women were employed and paid taxes

 Many of them were educated

 It was a matter of human rights and equality



 They were imprisoned, publiclly humiliated and 

punished



 Eventually, the struggle was successfull

 In many European countries women got the right to vote

after WW1, and in other after WW2



http://www.google.hr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwia5e72n7_aAhUCI1AKHSC6AL4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/fem-vote.htm&psig=AOvVaw1x6gXOmAPdZKAeBaqEhJff&ust=1523983722364972


Universal right to vote

 During 20th century in vast majority of countries the 

universal right to vote was given to men and women 

older than 18 years



Universal vote for men Universal vote for women

Austria 1896. 1918.

Croatia 1920. 1945.

Greece 1844. 1952.

Italy 1912. 1945.

Spain 1869. 1931.



21st century

 Today, the majority of UN members have a universal 

voting right for all men and women aged over 18

 Two questions arise:

1. Does this mean that the fight for voting rigths is over?

2. Should this right be compulsory? 



 Austria (from 2008), Malta (from 5. of March 2018), 

Scotland, Brazil, Cuba, Ecuador, Nicaragua, some 

regions in Germany lowered down voting age on 16 

years

 In Greece voting age was lowered to 17 in 2016



What is your opinion on this 

question?

 Should the voting age be lowered down on 16 in your 

country?

 Which are the arguments for?

 Which are possible arguments against?



Arguments for Arguments against



Arguments for Arguments against

Young people are expected to follow the 

law, but have no say in making it

Young people tend to be easily swayed.

Lowering the voting age will help 

increase voter turnout

They may not be mature enough to vote

Lowering the voting age will improve 

the lives of youth

They are not informed enough to vote

Knowledge and experience are not 

criteria for voting eligibility (18 years is 

an arbitrary age)

Teenagers spend more than half their day 

sitting in a class room, hearing about what 

their country is doing

It’s more democratic
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Should it be optional or 

compulsory

Turnout on last elections:

Croatia: 52% (2016)

Greece: 56% (2015)

Italy: 73% (2018)

Spain: 66% (2016)

Austria: 80% (2017)



Belgium

 Voters are obliged to present themselves in their polling 

station, while they don't have to cast a vote, those who 

fail to present themselves (without proper justification, 

or appoint a proxy) on election day (always a Sunday) at 

their polling station, could face prosecution and a 

moderate fine. If they fail to vote in at least four 

elections, they can lose the right to vote for 10 years. 

Non-voters also might face difficulties getting a job in 

the public sector.[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compulsory_voting


 Do you believe that is important to vote? Why?



Arguments for Arguments against



Arguments for Arguments against

Increase voter turnout Violate freedom of choice

It broadens representation and

legitimacy

It may result in more spoiled ballots or 

randomly selected votes, so wouldn’t 

necessarily improve representation of 

views

Encourage voters to better educate

themselves
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