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Activate your EU Citizenship now! 

Becoming informed 

The European Union is a legal and political system. You have the right to 

know everything about what the European Union is doing. You can receive 

information about everything that is happening in the EU. There is also a 

hotline [00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11(daytime 

service)] and a homepage where you can 

inform yourself.  

Getting consulted 

Since the rules and the laws of the EU are 

influencing our lives very much, the decision-

making progress must be public by law. It was decreed in the Lisbon 

treaty that the EU institutions must „maintain an open, transparent and 

regular dialogue “. If their decision concerns a lot of parties, they must 

consult them as well. 

Participating 

You can influence the EU both indirectly and directly. It is a human right 

to be able to influence your government. In the European Union this 

principal is brought to the transnational level for the first time. You 

encouraged to take part in the EU policy-making progress in an active 

way. You can do this by joining a political party that represents your views 

and is also represented in the European Parliament 
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A Guide to Local, Regional, National and 

Transnational People Power 

Municipal level 

While your municipality may be the lowest level of 

state authority, it´s where major decision for your 

hometown, such as local infrastructure or primary 

education, are made.  

There are almost 90 000 local democracies across 

the European Union.  

Provincial level 

In between your municipality and your country, is at least one level of 

regional government structures. 

Currently, there are 1636 such regional democracies across the EU. Some 

of them enjoy considerable sovereignty including constitutions of their 

own, while others mainly fulfill administrative roles. 

Depending on the status of your province, you may enjoy more or less 

extensive rights to political participation. 

National level 

The most important level of governance within the European Union are the 

member states.  

The availability of participatory political rights at the national level varies 

considerably between the 28 Member States. 

All countries have electoral rights, such as the right to stand as a 

candidate in a national election but about two third of the countries also 

allow citizens to make their own proposals through petitions. 

Transnational level 

The European Union is the world’s first 

transnational democracy. As an EU citizen, 

you enjoy comprehensive opportunities to 

make your voice heard, by voting or being a 

candidate for the EU Parliament
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My say in Europe 

The stage of European politics 

European citizens come to an agreement on topics such as free trade 

agreements with other countries, how to conserve our marine resources 

or new laws to ensure free and fair economic competition. 

The European Union has exclusive competence on these matters based on 

its treaties. They can regulate other areas such as social cohesion, the 

environment, consumer protection, energy, transport and public health. 

The numerous ways you can influence the EU decision-making progress: 

1. The direct way/elections 
You can vote twice every five years in the elections for your national 

parliament and the European Parliament. The EP is the most 

powerful and direct way for citizens to influence EU law-making. 

However, the national governments are very important EU 

institutions as well. 

 

2. Indirect consequences of the elections 

Both the EP and the national parliaments are instrumental in the 

forming of the European commission, which is the executive body of 

the EU and they are responsible for proposing legislation and 

implementing decisions. The composition of other EU institutions is 

shaped by decisions made by Europeans during the elections. 

 

3. Participating in decision-making as a EU citizen 

As the EU is a modern representative democracy it is based on 

participation by its citizens. This was confirmed by the Treaty on 

European Union. The EU has established and is still establishing a 

toolbox with which EU citizens can participate. 

 

4. Ways to participate 

Since most of us do not have the time or resources to properly 

participate in the decision-making progress they will pick a more 

issue-driven approach. However, you could also go for a more 

permanent role, for example as an elected official, an employee or a 

civil society representative.
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How to get it right 

Your Idea 

If you have a great idea or just want to complain about an EU official, it’s 

all up to you. There are a lot of reasons to become an active EU citizen, 

use your chance. 

Your issue: a European one? 

The European Union deals with many things for example policy issue. If 

you have an issue, of any kind check the possible European nature of your 

idea/concern, and maybe it turns out as an issue dealt with at the local, 

regional or national level. 

Your moment: the right time to get active? 

Timing is critical when it comes to successfully making your voice heard. If 

you come to early, nobody will notice and if you come to late the 

deductions will already be made. Choosing the right moment also has 

implications for the kind of partners you need and which participatory 

instrument you opt for. 
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The European Citizens´ Initiative 

Considering launching your own ECI? It will take you at least a couple of 

years, probably even more to make it happen. Here are the main ten 

steps to expect during the ECI process: 

Step 1: When you have an idea which you think can be translated into 

European policy making, think carefully about it, maybe there is a better 

way to do it. If you opt for the ECI, go to Step 2. 

Step 2: Learn everything about the options and limitations of the process 

when it comes to promoting your own future initiative. If you believe that 

it’s worth the effort, continue to Step 3. 

Step 3: Define the aim, scope and specific function of your initiative. Keep 

it as simple as possible for everybody. 

Step 4: The wording and explanation of your initial proposal must be 

comprehensible in many different languages. Maybe you want to use an 

online collection system, like the most organisers. 

Step 5: You need to get in touch with the Commission services as soon as 

possible, then file your ECI online. During waiting for the answer, you 

could set up your Online Collection System. 

Step 6: Now you must convince more than a million Europeans in at least 

seven different countries in less than a year. Prepare it well ahead by 

creating a pan-European network. 

Step 7: Dialogue with all possible friends and even sceptics will be critical 

for your initiative. So, complement your signature gathering activities by 

reaching out via media and public events. 

Step 8 and 9: You need a well-prepared management team for your 

initiative. Otherwise you maybe will get additional costs, delays and 

frustrations. Communication on an official EU topic, which will bring you 

onto the political centre stage. This will open new doors for you. 

Step 10: Do not forget to do the back-office work, the documentation and 

evaluation- to learn (and share) the conclusions drawn.
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