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CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1. Introduction

In the light of violent extremism and terrorist attacks that have surged across Europe
and have been posing a threat to the safety of its citizens and to its fundamental values
of freedom, democracy, equality, respect for the rule of law, human rights and dignity
in the recent years, the Erasmus project “Let’s build Europe together” (Nummer) was
held in the years between 2017 and 2019.

Our school, the Offentliches Stiftsgymnasium der Benediktiner in St. Paul, sent 16
students on exchanges throughout this project, Bogdan Laura, Gugl Selina, Jeschke
Elisabeth, Komar Elias, Lengyel Filippa, Lenz Maximilian, Mlinar Chiara, Neibersch Lea,
Schubel Laura, Strutz Mona, Uberbacher Elena, Vallant Marvin, Waich Antonia, Wutte
Emilia, Zapp Anja and Zwarfl Antonia. Among the participating schools were also the
Srednja Skola Andrije Ljudevita Adamica from Croatia, the Aristotelio College from
Greece, the Ist. di Istruz. Secondaria Superiore Bazoli from Italy and the IES Joaquin
Turina from Spain.

The goal of the project was to gain a deeper understanding of active citizenship, to
promote European values, foster active citizenship and social integration, enhance
intercultural understanding and sense of belonging to a community. Furthermore, it
aims to improve our ability to converse, basic and transversal skills and
internationalization. We should also enhance our critical thinking and our media
literacy to be as resistant to all forms of discrimination and indoctrination as possible.

To meet our goal, we set out to learn about each other’s cultures and the way the
European Union works. We did extensive research on our topic for the exchange, which
was political organization, legal systems, forms of government in the EU, and
proceeded to make PowerPoint presentations summarising the most important facts.
Of course, every team had already prepared their own products, for example videos
or PowerPoints, beforehand as well. During the exchange in Austria we met a local
expert on the topic who works for the EU and had many classes that discussed what
we were learning about. A few excursions to help the exchange students get to know
the county better were also a part of the experience.

Projects like these always promote cultural diversity and the ending of stereotyping by
exposing its participants to other and new cultures and experiences. For that reason,
last but certainly not least, this project helped us to forge lasting transnational
friendships and gave us amazing unforgettable memories. We learned to understand
another country’s culture and the people who live there which helped us to grow as
people.



CHAPTER 2.
ACTIVITIES

2.1. An overview of some activities done by the Austria group
2.1.1. 1st Cross student exchange

Topic: Political organization, legal systems, forms of government in the EU

Date: 18/02/2018 - 24/02/2018

Hosting school: Offentliches Stiftsgymnasium der Benediktiner zu St. Paul (Austria)
Sending schools: Aristotelio College (Greece) & IISS Bazoli (Italy)

The first cross student exchange was hosted by Stiftsgymnasium St. Paul in St. Paul
im Lavanttal and took place from 18th to 24th of February 2018.

18th of February 2018

All participated students and teachers arrived and picked up by the hosting families.

Pic. 3 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

19th of February 2018

All members of the Erasmus+ program arrived at Stiftgymnasium at St. Paul. The
Headmaster Father Thomas Petutschnig had a welcome speech and he pointed out the
benefits for the students that participate to an Erasmus+ project. Then a teacher of
each school had a small speech focusing on the aims of the forecoming activities during
the exchange. The coordinator Prof. Giovanni Santoro presented the topic of the
exchange and the program of the activities to the students. Then the students
performed ice-breaking activities with Prof. Rosemarie Pollanz and Prof. Lisa
Baumgartner and they had their first experience as a group. The teachers had a guided
tour of the hosting school and they have been introduced to other staff members.

After the break, all students attended a class of musical education where they
demonstrated representative dances of each country. They learnt to sing "We are the
world” with Prof. Christiane Pommer and then they split into teams: a team wrote new
lyrics for the song, another team created choreography, painted a poster and a RAP
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version of it. Each team presented its product to the others.
The lunch break was also an interesting activity for the students from many
perspectives. They had the chance to speak and know each other more but also for
the hosted students having lunch at school was an unknown experience.
During the final class students attended physical education and they played basketball.
They divided into teams and under the supervision of Prof. Florian Rabensteiner and
Prof. Iris Lammer they had a small tournament. After all, sports have the power to
unite people of different nations. The first day ended with the welcome dinner,
beautifully decorated by Prof. Dr. Rudolf Freisitzer. It was a great owner also the
presence of Father Maximilian Krenn the Administrator of the hosting school.

20th of February 2018

The students visited the chocolate factory of Zotter and they had the opportunity to
taste different flavors of chocolate and learnt about the process of making them. After
this sweet experience, a guided tour to the city of Graz by the two Prof. Andrea Potsch
and Prof. Katja Baumgartner was an amazing experience been introduced to the post
characteristic places of the city.

Pic. 4 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

21st of February 2018

This day began with a classroom immersion of Latin and Greek concerning the
Erasmus+ topic by two teachers Prof. Papachristou Maria (Greece) and Prof. Karin
Pichler (Austria). The students divided into two teams (Greek - Latin). The students,
who did the ancient Greek class, had the opportunity initially to be presented the
ancient Greek legal system and then they formed two teams of role-playing. One team
represented the trial of a murder with the constitution of ancient Greece and the rules.
The other represented “Antigone”, where they debated about if it was right or not for
Kreontas to decide one of the two brothers to be buried formally and the other to be
left unburied.
Students who attended the Latin class have been taught about the forms of the political
system in ancient Rome and they also divided into two groups. One group has designed
posters where the political organization has been presented with the form of a pyramid.
The other team has created a role playing game of a barber who accidently killed a
slave because the ball of the children who played around hit the knife. The slave owner
required compensation from the barber who claimed that wasn’t his fault. An advocate
was called in order to provide an acceptable solution for all involved members.
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The second activity involved the conference with an expert, where Dr. Johannes Maier
(head of the EU Coordination Center of the Government of Carinthia) explained to the
students the functions of EU, the form, the decision-making process etc. After his
introduction students got involved into a conversation with many questions about the
EU and the processes within EU. The conversation was particularly lively and the
students very active proving their interest on the topic of the Erasmus+ program.
Among others topics during the conference they have discussed about BREXIT, the
name of FYROM now that negotiations are taking place, the economic crisis in Greece
and the consequences of a possible exit of a member of EU etc.

Pic. 5 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Foreign languages was the class that students attended after the break. They had the
chance to write words concerning the topic of the exchange in their mother tongue
initially (2 groups of Austria, 1 Italian and 1 Greek). Then they were reformed into 4
mixed groups of 8 students read a specialized text (in English) on the project and
underlined the most important words. Finally the students had to compare and sort
the words with the same meaning into four different columns: English, Italian, Greek
and German creating a word bank.After the lunch break there was the final class of
the day concerning History and Geography with Prof. Rosemarie Pollanz and Prof.
Bernd Locker. Students have formed different groups and they made presentation with
topics given by the teacher concerning also the topic of the exchange. These
presentations are shown by the students to the Assembly in the festival room and
discussed about each one with the teacher. At the same time the visitor teachers had
a tour at the monastery of St. Paul, where they visited the monastery but also the
library with very impressive and aged books written and designed by monks.

22nd of February 2018

This is the day of the second excursion, all participants travelled by train to Klagenfurt.
They visited the Government of Carinthia and they had a guided tour in the EU
coordination center. There they had the opportunity to perform a role play about the
council of Carinthia about the speed limit around the lake. Students prepared
arguments for the debate and represented members of the council. At the end the
Governor himself Peter Kaiser met the students and teachers and talked with them,
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while at the same time he had the willingness to have a group photo with all
participants. The visit to Klagenfurt ended with a guided tour at the old city and free
time for lunch and shopping at the town.

SN E‘

Pic. 6 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

23rd of February 2018

The organized classroom immersion concerned the use of software tools presented by
two ICT teachers: Prof. Dr. Eleni Kokkinou (Greece) and Prof. Lena Tomitz (Austria)
and involved all 32 students. Students have been taught how to use Joomag to create
booklets, Animoto to create impressive video presentations and software created word
clouds (from the word bank of the foreign languages class). This way, they have
digitized all the material produced during this week and further more. The project
evaluation took place also in the Computer Lab, presented by the project coordinator.
Specifically, the outcomes were: 3 Animoto, 7 booklets and 2 word clouds and the
evaluation. The students finished everything needed for the farewell event and the
outcomes of the week. The farewell event took place in the festival room of the school
where all project outcomes presented to all participants staff, hosting parents,
students and teachers. After the dinner students enjoyed the “Erasmus + Disco” in the
festival room of the school.

Pic. 7 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019
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24th of February 2018

This was the departure day of the participants, very sensitive and emotional day since
most of the teachers were deeply upset. A nice enclosure was the group hug made at
the airport that brought tears to everyone’s eyes. The aims of the Erasmus+ project
have been accomplished since strong bonds have created between the participants
and promises of future visits.

E L & 1
S e
<L restplatzboerse.at
I

Pic. 8 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/1st-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

(Austria Working Group 1, 2018)

Week Review - Video

Video 3 Available at: https://youtu.be/gykuGvBhilh4 accessed at 24/20/2019
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2.1.2. 3rd Cross student exchange

Topic: Opportunities for political participation, decision-making and conflict
resolution processes in the EU

Date: 11/11/2018 - 17/11/2018

Hosting school: Istituto Istruzione Secondaria Superiore “Bazoli” (Italy)
Sending schools: Offentliches Stiftsgymnasium der Benediktiner zu St. Paul
(Austria) & Srednja Skola Andrije Ljudevita Adamica (Croatia)

From 11th to 17 November 2018 the Third Transnational learning activity of students
(Croatian and Austrian and Italian) working at the project 2016-1-AT01-KA219-
016660 “Let’ s build Europe Together” took place at IISS “Bazoli-Polo” in Desenzano
del Garda, Italy.

11 Nov 2018 - Sunday

This is the arrival day of participants at Desenzano by train. The teachers from the
hosting school and Italian students’ parents picked up all the participants from the
railways station of Desenzano del Garda. The students were hosted by the Italian
students’ families, the Croatian and Austrian teachers stayed at “Piccola Vela” hotel.
At 8.00 p.m. we had the welcome dinner, with all the teachers involved in this project

I\\

and with our headmistress, at the restaurant of the hotel “Piccola Vela”.

Pic. 9 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

12 Nov 2018 - Monday

This was the first day of the working sessions. We started the activity in the
auditorium of our school. The Headmistress, Francesca Subrizi, welcomed all the
students and their teachers. Then we discussed and showed the works of all
partners involved in the project (video and power point presentations about the topic
of the exchange: "Opportunities for political participation, decision-making and
conflict resolution processes in EU”). Since the main guidelines are about democracy
and active citizenship, all the works were centred in the political participation in EU,
especially of young people and women. It was underlined the great significance for
the students to recognise the role of an active citizen, the way of searching future
potentials and opportunities in the European Union and the importance of voting, to
express the higher significance of democracy. After this we visited the premises of

12
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our school, meeting some students and some teachers, illustrating the project and
its aim. At 11.30 we met the major of Desenzano at the town hall meeting room,
where snacks were offered to the participants at the end of the major’s speech.Then
we had lunch in Desenzano.

Pic. 10 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

13 Nov 2018 - Tuesday

During the second day, the students and the teachers had an excursion to the city of
Milan for the whole day, by private coach. They visited the Castello Sforzesco, The
Duomo (cathedral) and the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele and the busy streets in the city
centre.

Pic. 11 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

14 Nov 2018 —Wednesday

On Wednesday morning the students had a very interesting activity with a teacher of
economics and law of our school, prof. Gianpaolo Sensi. At first he explained the
students how to conduct a debate and then, after splitting the students into two
parties, they debated about the example of Austria, which has been the first European
country that permit young people of sixteen to vote. So the theme of the debate was:
“Voting at 16 in Austria: a possible model for the EU? ™ All the students and the
teachers really enjoyed this activity, that can be considered to have been very positive.

13
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Pic. 12 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Wednesday was also the day for the excursion and visit to the most important historical
sites and monuments of Sirmione: the Scaligeri Castle, The Caves of Catullo and the
Spa natural springs of healthy water, very famous in Italy (in the afternoon). At night
we accompanied the Austrian and the Croatian teachers to Brescia by car, to visit some
of the best touristic attractions. We returned to Desenzano after dinner.

Pic. 13 Auvailable at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019
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15 Nov 2018 — Thursday

On this day we visited Verona, by private coach: the Arena, Castelvecchio, Piazza delle
Erbe, Juliet’'s house.

o FiF f,:

Pic. 14 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

16 Nov 2018 - Friday

In the morning at school the students worked for the final product; they prepared two
videos about the activities of the week, with the help of two teachers of the schooal,
prof. Galantino and prof. Milli. They also decided for some songs and music to play
together during the final meeting. After these activities we went to the shopping center
“II Leone”, to have lunch and to do shopping. At 4.00 p.m. we met again with all the
students, some parents, the teachers involved in the project and in the activity of the
week, two journalists of the local newspapers and our headmistress in the auditorium
of our school, for the farewell event. The students showed their works to the public,
we gave them the certificates of attendance, the headmistress spoke and thanked all
the participants. At the end the students sang some Croatian, Austrian and Italian
songs and then they had a snack offered by our school. In the evening there was the
Farewell dinner at pizzeria Linus, in Desenzano, for the students and the teachers.

Pic. 15 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019
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17 Nov 2018 - Saturday

The Croatians and the Austrians left by train, after being driven to the station by the
students’ parents and by the Italian teachers.

Pic. 16 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/3rd-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

(Austria Working Group 2, 2018)

Week Review - Video

N
BIE

Video 4 Available at: https://youtu.be/IJuyCnZmSfI accessed at 24/10/2019
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2.1.3. 5th Cross student exchange

Topic: Entrepreneurship, responsible economy and processes of globalization:
opportunities and potential conflicts in the EU

Date: 03/03/2019 - 09/03/2019

Hosting school: Aristotelio College (Greece)

Sending schools: Offentliches Stiftsgymnasium der Benediktiner zu St. Paul
(Austria) & IES Joaquin Turina (Spain)

The fifth cross student exchange was hosted by Aristotelio College in Thessaloniki and
took place from 03rd to 09th of March 2019.

Sunday, 03rd March 2019

The Austrian and the Spanish team arrived at the airport of Thessaloniki. The hosting
families and students picked up their guests-students. The teachers were welcomed
by the teachers of Aristotelio College and the Headmaster and the they were
transferred to the hotel. The afternoon was a free time for the teachers while the
students of the Austrian team who arrived early in the afternoon had the chance for
activities with the hosting families.

Pic. 17 & Pic. 18 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-

exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

17



https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange

Monday, 4th March 2019

First day at Aristotelio College for the guest students who moved to school by the
private school buses. Firstly, they were welcomed by the Headmaster and then,
according to the agenda that was presented, ice breaking activities took place
organized by students and teachers. After, a small break, two very interesting
classroom immersions took place by an external educator and the hosting teachers.
The first classroom entitled "How to create a Startup Business”, the students were
informed about the basic steps of starting a new business and then they were divided
into 5 groups of mixed national teams. They had to create their own start up business
according to the guidelines. The teams had to present their idea of start up to the
judges - teachers and the rest of the groups, while a competition was carried out.

Pic. 19 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Later, a second classroom immersion concerned “How to promote a start up business
and creative writing” happened. Ideas were given of ways to promote their companies
and then a second competition occurred. The day ended with a short workshop of e-
twinning. At the afternoon the students had activities with the families.

Pic. 20 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019
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Tuesday, 5th March 2019

The morning at school started with the Project presentations of all countries. The topic
of the exchanges was reminded and then the work of the countries that were not
present was shown first. Then a representative from the Austrian team explained they
way that they had worked before their video was shown. The Spanish team presented
their presentation with all the team on stage. Finally, the Greek team explained their
idea working towards Green Entrepreneurship. It was real worth mentioned that each
team approached and analyzed the topic from different point of view.

Pic. 21 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Then the students had physical education, when they attended the final game of girls
basketball, since some of the hosting students belong to the school basketball team.

Pic. 22 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

The day ended with a guided tour to the centre of Thessaloniki. They have visited the
White Tower, Arc of Galerius, St Sophia, Tsimiski Str, the port of Thessaloniki, the
Umbrellas etc.
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Pic. 23 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Wednesday, 06th March 2019

Wednesday was the day for excursion and visited the very significant monument,
protected by Unesco, the area of Meteora with those amazing pillar rocks that stand
there for many years. Initially, we saw a presentation about the history of Meteora
and then we visited the female monastery of Ag. Stefanos. Later we visited Trikala
where we had our lunch and a walk around one of the most innovative cities of Greece.

Pic. 24 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Thursday, 7th March 2019

The students and the teachers visited the Town Hall and had a workshop from a
representative of General Secretariat for Youth and Europe Direct. The workshop
started with a kahoot game of general knowledge about the European Union and then
they moved to a presentation of how to start a Green company. The students into

teams designed their own green company (wrote a business plan) and presented their
idea.
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Pic. 25 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

After the Town Hall, they moved to Aristotelio college where they have an ICT
classroom immersion. They learnt how to work with Canva and designed their posters
that would promote the companies that have organised on Monday’s classroom.

Pic. 26 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

At the afternoon the students and the teachers arrived at Diakonia centre where they
watched the Opening Ceremony of the Model of United Nations, the opening speeches
of the ‘ambassadors’ and they attended the reception of the MUN.

: “
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Pic. 27 & Pic. 28 Available at:
https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange

accessed at 24/10/2019

Friday, 08th March 2019

The Erasmus+ MUN committee operated in a rather unique way, that strayed from
traditional General Assembly (GA) committee process, and encouraged values such as
respect and cooperation between delegates. At first, after the mandatory roll call, the
delegates were split into five teams (four teams representing a country each and a
fifth three-member team which would later function as a judge panel). After that, the
chairs handed out papers to each team, in which the delegates would find information
on ten start-up companies of their respective country. Then, each team was asked to
choose one of the aforementioned start-ups, create a brand new product, and present
it to the rest of the delegates. Once all start-ups presented their work, the judge panel
had to announce the final verdict. The winner turned out to be "MYGRANTS" with their
application "Easy Asylum", which was described by the judges as "innovative and
helpful to humanity". Committee work was then adjourned, and the chairs gave the
awards for "Best Delegate", "Future Diplomat" as well as an "Honourable Mention".

Pic. 29 & Pic. 30 Available at:
https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange

accessed at 24/10/2019

After the end of the committee the dissemination event took place in front of the
HeadMaster, teachers of the school, parents but also other advisors of the English
language. The review video of the week presented photos from the week and a
summary of the events, while emotional moments spread out the theatre room. At
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night the Farewell event in a restaurant of the famous area of Ladadika occurred
among the teachers and the Headmaster.
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Pic. 31 Available at: https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

Saturday, 9th March 2019 & Sunday 10th March 2019

A fruitful week came to end and it was the time for the guest students and teachers
to departure. The airport was full of hugs, a lot of laughing but also flood of tears came
out from their faces. Promises to keep in touch were made and strong friendships were
born due to the Erasmus+ program.
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Pic. 32 & Pic. 33 Available at:
https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php/meetings/5th-cross-student-exchange
accessed at 24/10/2019

(Austria Working Group 3, 2018)
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Week Review - Video

Video 5 Available at: https://youtu.be/xGL6WgclIxE accessed at 24/10/2019
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For further information, please contact:

sang@stiftsgym-stpaul.at

or visit our website:

https://lets-build-europe-together.eu/index.php

Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union
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